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AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN
AND
THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
ON COMPREHENSIVE LONG-TERM PARTNERSHIP

The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Republic of Croatia (hereinafter collectively referred to
as "the Contracting Parties" or individually as "Afghanistan" and "Croatia"),

Reaffirming the spirit of the friendly relations between the Contracting Parties, based on mutual
respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity and joint mutual interest in long term stability
and prosperity of Afghanistan which is demonstrated through participation of Croatia in the ISAF and
Resolute Support Operation, EUPOL mission and in future mutually agreed projects in accordance
with relevant bilateral agreements by which the Contracting Parties are bound and in accordance with
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations;

Mindful of a joint responsibility to preserve peace, realize common values of democracy, as well as
respect for human rights and the rule of law;

Recognizing the importance of the principle of good governance, public administration reform,
transparency, mutual accountability for the improvement of cooperation between national and
international structures, as well as for the strengthening of the judicial sector and the implementation
of the rule of law, in accordance with the commitments made by Afghanistan and the International
Community within the framework of the conferences in Kabul (June 2010), London (January 2010),
Bonn Conference (December 2011), Chicago NATO Summit (May 2012) and Enduring Partnership
Declaration, Tokyo Conference on Self-Reliance in Afghanistan (July 2012), Wales NATO Summit
(September 2014) as well as the London Conference on Afghanistan (December 2014);

Recognizing the threats still posed by terrorism and violent extremism in Afghanistan;
Committing to create a democratic, politically stable Afghanistan with a growing economy in a stable
region, actively promoting respect for human rights, including the rights of women and children, in

accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of Afghanistan and recognizing the positive role
played by civil society and independent media;

Aiming to strengthen their relations and desiring to enter into enduring partnership in order to ensure
a secure future for Afghanistan through sustainable economic and social development;

Have agreed as follows:



Article 1
Political Cooperation

The Contracting Parties shall establish political dialogue on the basis of the conclusions of the
International Afghanistan Conference held in Bonn on 5 December 2011 and respect for obligations
under applicable international treaties and conventions by which the Contracting Parties are bound.
The political dialogue shall particularly focus on the areas of bilateral relations, regional and
international issues, good governance and human rights.

Croatia welcomes the continued efforts of the people of Afghanistan to build a stable, democratic
society, based on the rule of law, where human rights, including the equality of all men and women,
are guaranteed under the Afghan Constitution. In particular, the Contracting Parties reaffirm their
commitment to the promotion and protection of the rights of women and girls in Afghanistan.

The Contracting Parties recognize the importance of a political solution to achieving peace and
security in Afghanistan and the region. The Contracting Parties recognize that the reconciliation
process must be Afghan led and Afghan-owned as well as based on the renunciation of violence,
severing ties to international terrorism and respect for the Afghan Constitution.

The Contracting Parties reaffirm the importance of the regional support for reconciliation.

Article 2
Cooperation in the area of security

Cooperation of the Contracting Parties in the field of security shall be accomplished by providing
advisory assistance to the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF). The major intent
of this cooperation is to assist the Government of Afghanistan in strengthening national security and
to provide support for the ANDSF. Both Contracting Parties strive to establish Afghan security

institutions as organized, equipped, coherent and trained force, capable of providing effective
security.

The Contracting Parties shall continue cooperation in support of the development of the ANDSF,
through training and mentoring, as well as projects related support.

Croatia will make an appropriate contribution to financing Afghanistan's security forces as
announced at the NATO Summit in Chicago.

Aiming at the better implementation of the provisions of this Article, the Contracting Parties shall
conclude bilateral annual programs which will be based on the principle of reciprocity. In addition to
official visits by high-ranking representatives, bilateral annual programs may provide for working
and informational visits, as well as bilateral technical discussions and discussions among experts.

Article 3
Cooperation in the area of development cooperation

Building on their existing cooperation, the Contracting Parties reaffirm their readiness to work
together and with other members of the international community to achieve sustainable development
cooperation in accordance with Afghanistan's development priorities.

The Contracting Parties underline their commitment to build Afghanistan's capacity to deliver basic
services and provide economic opportunities to the Afghan people.



Croatia's development cooperation with Afghanistan shall support the development priorities and
development strategies of Afghanistan, consistent with commitments made at the London (2010),
Kabul (2010), Bonn (2011) and Tokyo (2012) Conferences.

Noting the unique challenges Afghanistan will face through the transition and during Transformation
Decade, the Contracting Parties note Croatia's intention to strive to sustain current level of
development cooperation based on mutual accountability and genuine partnership with the Afghan
partners, in accordance with the responsibilities and commitments set out in the London, Kabul,
Bonn and Tokyo Conferences. Commitments will be defined on an annual basis, taking into account
security context as well as the achieved progress.

Croatia reaffirms that its development cooperation with Afghanistan shall be focused on following
areas: post-conflict democratic transition, human and economic development and humanitarian

response. Promotion of the gender equality, women's economic empowerment and girl’s education
will be duly mainstreamed in these areas of cooperation.

Croatia shall support Afghanistan's efforts in achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
with particular emphasis on creating peaceful societies, reducing extremism, promoting
reconciliation, as well as intercultural and interreligious dialogue.

As part of its development support in the area of effective governance, Croatia shall continue to
provide support to Afghanistan through diplomatic training and scholarships.

The Contracting Parties will contribute to project implementation and programme fulfilment by
providing adequate technical and financial support as well as human resources.

Development cooperation may be implemented in other areas based on mutual agreement of the
Contracting Parties.

The dialogue on the Afghan-Croatian development cooperation and adequate measures to be taken,
shall be conducted through regular talks on development cooperation within the framework of the
Joint Commission for Bilateral Cooperation provided for in Article 7 of this Agreement.

Article 4
Economic and investment cooperation

The Contracting Parties affirm the importance of an open and predictable trading environment for
economic growth and development.

The Contracting Parties shall promote overall economic cooperation and investment. They shall
work together to enhance bilateral business relations, including through establishing a legal
framework, as well as promotion and facilitation of business exchanges. Regular, reciprocal visits by

business delegations shall contribute to strengthening economic ties between the Contracting
Parties.

The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in creating a convenient environment for Croatian
investments in Afghanistan.



Article 5
Cultural and educational cooperation

The Contracting Parties shall foster cultural and people-to-people links between the two countries.
They shall seek to cooperate in preserving and promoting Afghanistan's and Croatia's cultural

heritage and direct ties between the people of Afghanistan and Croatia, including through supporting
cultural activities.

The Contracting Parties recognize the importance of higher education for Afghanistan and in that
sense, the cooperation between universities and institutions of higher education between them.
Croatia shall strive to promote educational links, including through granting scholarships.

Article 6
Implementation

The Contracting Parties shall hold regular bilateral meetings in building a stronger bilateral
partnership, including through Ministerial visits and meetings at international level, and shall work
together in order to facilitate such meetings.

The Contracting Parties shall promote high-level visits and mutual dialogue for the purpose of
developing and enhancing bilateral cooperation on the issues of mutual interest.

Each Contracting Party shall, pursuant to its national laws, regulations and policies, ensure
appropriate access to its territory to the employees, representatives or contractors of the other

Contracting Party, which is necessary for the implementation of the cooperation under this
Agreement.

Article 7
Joint Commission for Bilateral Cooperation

The Contracting Parties shall establish a Joint Commission for Bilateral Cooperation (hereinafter
referred to as "the Commission"). The Commission shall be led by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and by the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the
Republic of Croatia.

The Commission shall monitor the implementation of this Agreement, implement the regular
dialogue resulting from it, agree on goals, priorities and measures of the cooperation within the
scope of this Agreement and prepare programs for its implementation.

The Commission may establish working groups or committees and include appropriate experts
depending on the nature of the issues to be addressed.

The Commission shall discuss and settle any dispute that may arise from the interpretation or
application of this Agreement. If the dispute cannot be settled by the Commission it shall be settled
as provided for in Article 8 paragraph 5 of this Agreement.



The Commission shall meet as requested by either Contracting Party, alternately in Afghanistan and

Croatia. The first meeting of the Commission shall take place within six (6) months from the date of
entry into force of this Agreement.

Article 8
Final provisions

This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of receipt of the last written notification by which
the Contracting Parties notify each other, through diplomatic channels, that their internal legal
requirements necessary for the entry into force of this Agreement have been fulfilled.

This Agreement may be amended at any time by mutual written consent of the Contracting Parties.

The amendments shall enter into force in accordance with the provision of paragraph 1 of this
Article. L

This Agreement has been concluded for an unlimited period of time. Either Contracting Party may
denounce this Agreement at any time by written notification to the other Contracting Party through
diplomatic channels. In such a case the Agreement shall terminate six (6) months from the date of
receipt of the denunciation notice by the other Contracting Party.

Termination of this Agreement shall not affect the completion of the programmes and projects agreed
and under way at the moment of its termination, unless the Contracting Parties agree otherwise.

Any dispute regarding the interpretation or application of this Agreement shall be settled by
consultations and negotiations between the Contracting Parties, through diplomatic channels.

Done at Warsaw on § /7/2016 equivalent to /9 /4/1395 in two original copies each in Dari, Pashto,
Croatian and English languages, all the texts are being equally authentic. In case of any divergence in
the interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

For the Islamic R%public “Afghanistan For the Republic of Croatia

gnad af Ghani Kolinda
iﬁdﬁ: of the Pggsident of the

Tslamic Republic of Afghanistan Republic of Croatia




